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ings ; still loving its neighbors (its assailants) as itself. Every- 
thing beyond this, the love of war, the spirit of war, the com- 
placent regard, the custom, of war, it forbids. In what state 
are Christians to place themselves towards that which the gos- 
pel forbids ? They may not abstain from it merely ; they 
must set themselves in opposition to it. They always, so far 
as their ability extends, should, in the use of those means 
which the gospel affords, and to which the providence of God 
directs, seek, discreetly and conscientiously, to extirpate and 
expel it from the world. The will of Jehovah is paramount 
authority. If no important error lurks in the statements and 
reasoning here presented, our duty stands clearly revealed. 

We will each rest in this conclusion : God calls me to aid 
in talcing away from this world the practice and love of war. 
He requires me, not only to disapprove the custom, but to put 
forth strenuously every judicious effort, by legal, moral, 
rightful, Christian influence, to abolish it for ever. 



Article V. 

MR. WOLFF'S ADDRESS ON PEACE. 

Mr. Wolff, the converted Jew, delivered, on the evening of Sept. 
9th, 1837, before the New York Peace Society, an address, of which 
we copy the following abstract from Zion's Watchman : 

My dear Friends : — 1 am indebted to this Society for having 
considered a passage of Scripture the past week more atten- 
tively than I ever did before. I am fully convinced, as a 
student of prophecy, that peace shall be established on earth 
at the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. But, if we 
must not speak of this till that time, we might as well not 
speak of any thing concerning the gospel till that time. We 
must, therefore, see if this Society can be defended by Scrip- 
ture; and if so, we must advocate it, though its principles may 
not agree with our own in every respect. 

That it is scriptural to advocate the cause of peace, cannot 
for a moment be doubted ; for when our blessed Lord, who is 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, was lying in the manger, 
even at that time, when he was first born for suffering, the 
heavenly host sang, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
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peace, — peace, peace, not strife, — good-will to man. And 
this was done eighteen hundred years ago. But the heavenly 
host knew full well, that peace would not be established at 
that time. 

Our Lord says in his sermon, "Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called the children of God." And every one 
of the apostles begins his epistle by wishing peace to those to 
whom they wrote ; and the apostle Paul distinctly tells us, 
" How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things ! " Peace was 
the object of their preaching. 

Beside this, we find that peace is the grand design of the 
coming of the gospel. And to prove that this cannot be 
doubted, one of the greatest objections made against embracing 
Christianity by the heathen, the Mohammedans and the Jews, 
is this war-spirit among Christians. I once gave to a Turk, 
who was a Mohammedan, the gospel to read; and to show 
him the beauty of the doctrine taught in them, I read to him 
the fifth chapter of Matthew. " But," said he, " you Chris- 
tians are the greatest hypocrites in the world." " Why ? " 
said I. He replied, " Here it is said, ' Blessed are the peace- 
makers,' and yet you, more than any others, teach us to make 
war. How can you be so shameless, when I know that you 
Christians are the greatest warriors in the world ? " Literally 
true ! " And your whole policy is to make us Turks your 
enemies, and then you teach us how to butcher one another. 
Now you call yourselves all peacemakers ! " 

A Jew in London once said to me, " You go to war, and 
you call the Lord Jesus Christ the Prince of peace, and you 
pray to him, as the Prince of peace, to aid your warriors, and 
vanquish your enemies ; and then after battle, you go to your 
churches, and sing te deum for the victory." 

Three years ago, in the land of the Afghans, one of the 
ministers of the prince of Peshaw asked me, " What is your 
object ? Have you any religion ? The English have no re- 
ligion." I tell him we have a religion ; and he says, " What 
is your religion? You send messengers to Boskhara, and try 
to bribe the king of Boskhara, in order that his enemies may 
get the advantage of him." How awful this, that we should 
have to put this example upon Christians ! For you know, 
that these barbarians always think for themselves. I bring to 
them the gospel, and tell them the message and spirit of the 
gospel ; but what a shame to have to admit that there are so 
few Christians in the world ! Now, therefore, you see how 
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important it is, that we should pray for the success of peace and 
righteousness. 

Now further. We read in Milner's history, one great evi- 
dence of the truth of the Christian religion is, that Christians 
have so many institutions for the practice of the Christian vir- 
tues, such as hospitals and societies. But the Mohammedans 
have no such thing. But you must not think that you first 
established the Peace Society. The Tourkemans in Khiva 
are divided into many tribes, and therefore animosities often 
take place among them. But in order to prevent war, they 
have certain holy men among them, in whom they have confi- 
dence, called Shah Assoolah, king of peace, with whom the 
chiefs confer to prevent war. 

I was in Bokhara when a war took place between that 
kingdom and Hicooh. One wanted to take a village from the 
other; and when one of these shahs heard that his royal 
brother intended to march to Bokhara, he went out to the 
grave of his brother to pray. After this the priest said, " We 
must do every thing in our power to prevent war between two 
Mohammedans." Though it is said among them, " the sword 
of a Mohammedan shall proceed," and "blessed are those who 
die in battle," he said, " we must try to prevent war ; two Mo- 
hammedans should compromise the matter." They accordingly 
applied to the holy men, and peace was restored. 

When I left the Himmelah mountains for Cashmere, I came 
to a place inhabited by Dervishes, some of whom bear a name 
which illustrates a passage of Scripture, and which means king 
of peace, or king of righteousness. Their business was to pre- 
vent war. So the warrior who conquered Cashmere has the 
name which means thus. Well, this king of peace and of 
righteousness made peace between the contending parties. 

Now you see these institutions illustrate the term Melchise- 
dek, king of peace, in Hebrew. Well, Abraham, after having 
liberated his brother-in-law, was met by Melchisedek with 
bread and wine, and to him he paid tithes. Hence it appears 
that these Mohammedans must have been some such holy men ; 
for those Dervishes give the tenth part of their income to the 
poor in the valley of Cashmere. So you see you are not the 
first Peace Society. Even among the Roman Catholics you 
find this is the case. In Switzerland, their famous historian 
observes, at a moment when the country was likely to be 
destroyed, a civil war having broken out among themselves, 
from one of the monasteries there came out a poor hermit, and 
established peace. You see this has been the case in dif- 
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ferent nations. Therefore, I see in these things a sign of the 
times. 

When in Russia ten years ago, Admiral Grey told me he 
had no doubt but the Emperor Alexander was prevented from 
going to war with Napoleon in consequence of a talk which 
Mr. Allen, the Quaker, had with him some time before, when 
he went to the Emperor, and attempted to persuade him to 
dismiss his army, and not go to war ; and, though he was not 
persuaded to do this at the time, yet he believed it had a great 
influence in rendering him unwilling to commence a war with 
Napoleon. Therefore, I say this Society is well entitled to 
the support of the Christian church. So there are different 
branches of benevolence in the church of Christ, like the dif- 
ferent plants and flowers in a garden. Some of the most 
beautiful flowers, by the preaching of the gospel, may be taken 
up, and transplanted to different parts of the world. 

Others, however, say I must try to do good among my own 
nation ; others say we must try to do good to our own family ; 
others think again they see many destitute in the streets to 
whom they must try to do good ; others again consider how it 
is altogether wrong to see war carried on among Christians, 
and they try to put a stop to it. Each flower has a place in 
the garden of God ; and, before sitting down, you will permit 
me to offer up a prayer to God, that you may promote peace 
on earth, and good-will to men. O, this great mistake in the 
church ! It is the wish of preachers and pastors, the wish of 
the congregation, to promote peace. It was the vvish of the 
apostles. And why should Christians stand aloof uom a soci- 
ety whose object is to promote peace on earth ? 



Article VI. 

REV. NOAH WORCESTER, D. D. 

The past year will be distinguished in our annals by the 
decease of the revered individual from whom the cause of 
peace, and the institutions to promote it, derived their origin 
and incipient progress, — the Rev. Dr. Worcester, of Brigh- 
ton, Mass. We had time barely to announce this event in 
our last number ; but we deem it proper to record it by a more 
extended notice in our pages. 
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